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Henry Dreyfuss, Designer
Edward Larrabee Barnes, Architect

One forgets that in the 1930s and 1940s, a social
conscience was integral to a modern architect’s makeup.
Aalto, Mies, Gropius, and Breuer, even Wright, did low-
cost housing. The Museum of Modern Art sponsored [ 2
housing shows. Architectural magazines published
Clarence Stein, Catherine Bauer, and Lewis Mumford. <
My 1938 college thesis was a study of a United States 1
Housing Authority housing project. Later, with a

Harvard University Sheldon Fellowship, I studied

defense housing in Washington and around the country.

For me it was a given—social reform and modern

architecture were inseparable.

For a little while, right after the war, I actually got a
chance to design low-cost housing. In 1946 the federal
government supported a Guaranteed Market Program to
provide affordable housing and jobs for displaced war
workers. Henry Dreyfuss, the industrial designer,
offered me a _]ol) working with him on a prefabricated
house for Consolidated Vultee Aircraft.

The house, built in an aircraft factory, was fabricated of
lightweight aluminum panels with a paper honeycomb
core. Unlike other prefab houses of the time, which
were made of small modular panels, ours used full-
length wall panels shipped flat to the site. A prototype
was built in the factory, and later two- and three-
bedroom models were erected, furnished, and occupied.
An L-shaped patio wall could be sited to screen the
house from the street or from neighbors.

Sadly, after a few years the Guaranteed Market Program
was terminated, and across the ¢ ountry prefabrication
came to a halt.
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