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Shulman is Back!

Discharged from the army in October, 1945, I re-established my
studio-office in Los Angeles to prepare for a resumption of my
career. Little did I anticipate what was in store for me. Apparently
word got around: “Shulman is back!” Revival, although gratifying,
was overwhelming. Immediately I employed two assistants; for in my
first divided decade, 1936 to 1946, I seldom performed more than
two or three assignments in a week. Working alone, I comfortably
photographed, processed and even delivered 8 x 10 inch glossy prints
between assignments.

One of the first assignments I did was for an architect who had
designed a low-cost housing unit constructed out of aircraft com-
ponents built of aluminum. With VE Day and V] Day behind us in
calendar cycles of time, some critical problems arose: what about the
countless numbers of military workers throughout the country? And,
with the cessation of military requirements and the return to civilian
life of countless numbers of men and women, the absence of
adequate housing created a crisis.

One such situation in an aviation plant in Southern California
was resolved in a constructive and original manner. The company’s
officials, in conjunction with architect Edward Barnes, realized that
aviation components could readily be converted to structure walls
for housing, the demand for which was overwhelming in those post-
war years by the numbers of returning GlIs. A company official in
conjunction with architect Edward Barnes and industrial designer
Henry Dreyfuss, in their observations of the available facilities, soon
designed components which could readily be adapted to wall
construction for housing. I was asked to photograph, in complete
detail at the plant, the process of conversion through to completed
homes. When the designs were completed the company acquired a
site on which to erect houses totally furnished and landscaped. My
photographic assignment demonstrated the various phases of the
above procedures, culminating with the photography of completed

houses in the aircraft plant and thereafter illustrating attractively

Desert Hot Springs Motel, 1947
Jobn Lautner, Desert Hot Springs, California, 1947




