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The prefabricated Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Company project (1942; above) in
Pasadena, California, was a collaboration with the architect Edward Barnes. In addition
to simple housing, Dreyfuss also designed interiors for the company’s aeroplanes.

DESIGN FORTHE USER

For the New York Central Railroad Company, Dreyfuss designed the

ter “20th

y unified product,

“Mercury" locomotive in the late 1930s; this model for

Century Limited" train — launched in 1941 — was a to
even down to the coffee cups in the buffet. The streamlined exterior

locomotive gave way in the interior to an innovative informal clustering of

he

seats, intended to provide a more relaxed travelling experience. As was
the case with all his designs, here Dreyfuss combined his commitment to
amodern style with concern for the consumer:

Nowhere was this concern more evident than in his 1955 publication
Designing for People. At the beginning he explained that “We bear in mind
that the object worked on is going to be ridden in, sat upon, looked

talked into, activated, operated, or in some other way used by peopl
individually or en masse."This led on to Dreyfuss's invention of “Joe and

Josephine" — two model consumers or users — and to a discussion of

anthropometrics — the science of human measurements a starting

point for the design process. This concept had originated in studies by

the Danish designer Kaare Klint (see pp.64-5) in the 1920s and had been

developed through wartime aircraft design. Dreyfuss helped to establish

anthropometrics as an essential element in the design of everyday objects.

LATER DESIGNS

Through the 1950s and 1960s Dreyfuss continued to work with a range of
industrial clients, some long-standing, others new. The Polaroid Corporation,
for example, commissioned him in 1960 to create the “Automatic 100

Land Camera” (a later version shown opposite, right), designed to fit into a
pocket. Here, as in all his other projects, Dreyfuss' lack of detailed technical

knowledge meant that his imagination was unfettered by limitations of

)
manufacture, enabling him to envisage solutions that others could not. He

retired in 1969, but his firm, Henry Dreyfuss Associates, i still in operation.

This well-known insulated carafe (right) -
was designed for the American Thermos

Company (1936). Dreyfuss claimed that t
its form was inspired by an Ancient 2

Greek jug but, with its smooth

contours and chrome and

plastic detailing, it is also

a prime example of

American streamlining.
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