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At that point, the only significant success
in the field of prefabrication was to be the
Lustron Homes, whose lacquer-coated steel
parts were produced in the Curtiss-Wright
aircraft factory in Columbus, Ohio, starting
in 1948. Under the direction of Chicago
industrialist Carl Strandlund, 2,500 units
would be produced, each of which could be
delivered on a single truck carrying all the
parts of the house. Production would cease
in 1950, however, and with the Korean War,
the factory returned to its original purpose.
Another relatively successful industrial
project were the three thousand Kaiser
Community Homes, built in Panorama City
in the San Fernando Valley by the steel and
aluminium producer Henry J. Kaiser.Their
exterior forms were completely traditional.
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The number of homes produced in
the United States was ridiculously small,
and Gropius had some reason to report on
the "failure of prefabrication’, to which he
had devoted so much energy, especially in
the light of what Great Britain had managed
to achieve, despite the difference in scale
between the two countries and the extent
of damage. The American press referred

to ‘Mr. Churchill’s Prefab’ with a tinge of
jealousy, and asked itself Is the Ministry

of Works a forerunner of the industrialized
house that may come from giant US war
plants now turning out steel ships and
tanks?*é The British government recruited
J.D. Bernal to help identify the systems
with the most potential for industrialisation.
At the head of a committee at the Ministry
of Works, he evaluated the hundreds of
methods that had emerged after 1942

at the instigation of various ministerial
committees.*’ But very discreetly,

the ministry developed the Temporary
Housing Programme, which would

produce 130,000 houses of four types.48
The Arcon was designed by a group of
architects using ready-made elements
available on the market, with 40,000

units being built. The Uni-Seco, of which
29,000 were built, used a timber frame

and asbestos panels. And the Tarran, of
which 8,000 would be built, was designed
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